Medullary carcinoma with lymphocytic infiltration of the stomach. Clinicopathologic study of 27 cases and immunohistochemical analysis of the subpopulations of infiltrating lymphocytes in the tumor.
The current study attempts to clarify the possible immune response that occurs in medullary carcinoma with lymphocytic infiltration of the stomach by an immunohistochemical analysis of the subpopulations of tumor-infiltrating lymphocytes. This carcinoma was histologically characterized by the sparse population of small nests consisting of poorly differentiated carcinoma cells, widely separated by intervening nondesmoplastic stroma infiltrated uniformly with abundant lymphocytes frequently accompanied by lymph follicles. An immunohistochemical analysis revealed that T-cells were evenly distributed throughout the tumor with intimate contact with individual carcinoma cells, except the lymph follicles consisted mainly of B-cells. Because of the similarities of morphologic features and subpopulations of tumor-infiltrating lymphocytes of this carcinoma to the normal lymphoid tissue, an organized immune response combined with cell-mediated and humoral immunities against the invading carcinoma cells seemed to occur in this type of gastric carcinoma, resulting in a excellent prognosis compared with that in ordinary gastric carcinoma.